NOVEMBER 6, 2017

Q4 NEWSLETTER

MMI EXPLORE

The official quarterly newsletter for Modern Montessori International Group

Highlights from MMI
BY MMI CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS

2017 has been an exciting year!
From the grand opening of our Vietnam branch to a
line up of fun celebrations all across our global
schools, there is much to talk about for this
quarter's updates.
For this issue, we look at what's been happening
across our APAC schools in Vietnam, Singapore,
Thailand and Malaysia.
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Vietnam - Grand Opening
JUNE 2017

After 6 years of planning, it was finally grand opening day for our Vietnam branch.
Equipped with a swimming pool, an eco-garden and Montessori designed
classroom, our 22,000 sq. feet campus in Binh Duong province was build with
outdoor learning in mind.
It was an honor to have Mr S. Iswaran, Singapore Minister for trade and Industry
(Industry) officiate the school's opening.

"We want to
bring quality
education
for all
children in
Vietnam!"
STEVEN KHO,

Country Manager

MMI Vietnam Graduation Ceremony
& Concert 2017
JULY 2017

In July this year, we celebrated our K2 graduates at their graduation ceremony
cum concert. Our children took us all around the world with their upbeat
performances and big smiles.
While we are sad to see them go, we are confident we are sending out young
and confident children.

MMI Vietnam goes trick or treat!
OCTOBER 2017

Contrary to popular belief, our little ones did not look one bit scary when they came to school
dressed in Halloween costumes. They had a fun time at school parading down a runway with
their teachers.

Singapore - Learning to Express Gratitude
for Teachers
SEPTEMBER 2017

For Teacher's Day this year, our young ones from all over
our 20 centres took time out to express their gratitude for
their teachers.
They put their art and craft skills to the test and prepared
beautifully drawn cards and letters for their teachers.

Teaching Montessori - Inspiring our
Future Generation of Teachers
“Loving kids and teaching kids are two separate matters.”
That’s what our MMI Academy lecturer Ms Vicky Peng has to say
to those who are keen on joining the early childhood industry.
With 20 years of experience in the early childhood field, Ms Peng
has had the privilege to walk through a journey of hard work and
perseverance paired with much fulfillment and job satisfaction.
Having started out as an assistant teacher, Ms Peng ploughed
the grounds and thoroughly understood what it was like to brave
the challenges faced in a classroom setting. From supporting
lead teachers to being an extra pair of eyes in the classroom to
preparing teaching materials, Ms Peng found herself in an
industry that chose her.
When Ms Peng first started out as an assistant teacher, she
recalled having no significant calling towards pursuing a career
in this sector. Ms Peng often describes her career choice as
something that she just fell into. A job calling that grew on her.

"The essence of
teaching lies in the
simplification of
one's language."
- Ms Vicky Peng,
MMI Academy
While it has always been noble that teachers
strive to impart as much knowledge to
young minds to prepare them for a formal
education, Ms Peng often finds herself
coming down to the level of her students to
connect and understand them in a personal
way.
“Sometimes I learn my student’s strange
ways so that I can teach them in their own
special language! To me, this means the
essence of any kind of teaching lies in the
simplification of one’s language.”
Even with a degree in Early Childhood and
advanced diploma in Montessori, love and
passion are ultimately the essential
ingredients as an educator.
That is why Ms Peng lives her life with her
own personal motto - “You must be happy
when you enter the classroom. Happy
teachers, happy kids, happy parents.”

MS VICKI PENG, LECTURER AT MMI ACADEMY AT DEEPAVALI
CELEBRATIONS AT MMI SPOONER, SINGAPORE.

A common problem in the early childhood industry, it is not only
difficult to hire enough qualified teachers but also to retain them for
the long run.
On days where challenges arise due to the lack of manpower and
long working hours, Ms Peng has had thoughts on throwing in the
towel.
“While there may be bad days, knowing that my presence is a
comfort to the children is motivation enough for me to carry on.”
With a change of perspective, that was Ms Peng’s turning point in her
career.
After 8 years of teaching, Ms Peng progressed to become a principal.
In those 7 years, the dynamics of job changed quite significantly.
From teaching a class of 15 to 20 students, Ms Peng now had to find
it in her to not just teach but also strike a balance between
operations and staff needs.
The nature of the job does not compartmentalise roles and
responsibilities to that of a teacher or a principal. Often times, Ms
Peng still finds herself on her feet running after screaming children,
standing in for teachers to conduct lessons and even changing
diapers.

"The greatest sign
of success for a
teacher is to be
able to say - The
children are now
working as if I did
not exist."
- Maria Montessori
In 2002, Ms Peng wanted to specialize in
something niche. WIthin the span of 2 years,
Ms Peng went back to school and attained her
Degree in Early Childhood, Advanced Diploma
in Early Childhood, Diploma in Montessori and
advanced diploma in Montessori. A season
that tested Ms Peng but benefitted her in her
career.
Just when you thought she had done it all, Ms
Peng expanded her portfolio and is currently a
lecturer and curriculum planner at MMI
Academy - a wholly owned subsidiary of
Modern Montessori International Group that
certifies Montessori teachers.
Aside from nurturing minds in the classroom,
Ms Peng owes it to her family for allowing her
to work her way up the professional ladder.
“I always remind myself to be a good teacher
to my students so that wherever my son goes,
he will meet a teacher as good as me.”

Mid Autumn Celebrations in Singapore
OCTOBER 2017

The Mid Autumn Celebrations here in Singapore was an amazing season. From
walking around the neighborhood with beautiful lanterns to having a go at making
mooncakes in school, our teachers and students had a good time learning about the
lantern festival while soaking up the festive mood.

Thailand - New Montessori Class for
Toddlers
AUGUST 2017

Wednesday 23rd August 2017 - Over at our school in Thailand, we celebrate the opening of our
new Toddler class supervised by our Montessori Directress Ms. Tania Caroll.

Thailand - Honoring Teachers on Whai
Khru
8 SEPTEMBER 2017

In Thailand, we celebrate Wai Khru พิธีไหว้ครู,
a Thai ritual in which students pay respects to
their teachers to express their gratitude and
formalize the student–teacher relationship.
Our children handed out flowers to their
teachers - an act that warmed the hearts of
our teachers and parents.

Thailand - Field Trip to Sea Aquarium
27 SEPTEMBER 2017

Our children are always up for a field trip!
On the 27th of September, they visited Ocean World Bangkok and were
mesmerized by all the colorful fishes and sea creatures.
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Malaysia - National Day Celebrations,
Merdeka!
AUGUST 2017

To commemorate National Day, our teachers
introduced the history and culture of Malaysia to
our children.
They were taught the importance of living in
harmony amongst people of different races and
and beliefs.

Malaysia - Field Trip to the Soap Factory
& Ostrich Farm!
15 SEPTEMBER 2017

Our children got a chance to make chemical free soap!
Thereafter, they were also brought for a farm tour at the
ostrich farm! They also got to witness the hatching of
ostrich eggs in the incubator. What a treat!
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